
Unit 4: High School World History Age of Exploration 

Grade Level: High School World History 
Unit Name: Age of Exploration 
Pacing 3 weeks 

9-12.WH.3.CC.B 

Analyze the causes and consequences of 

European overseas expansion to determine its 

effect on people and cultures in Europe, Asia, 

Africa, and Americas. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9-12.WH.3.PC.B 

Determine the extent and impact of cultural 

exchange, interaction and description that 

resulted from the Columbian Exchange and 

expansion in the Eastern and western 

Hemispheres. 

 

 

9-12.WH.1.G.A 

Create and use maps and other graphic 

representations in order to explain relationships 

and reveal patterns and trends in world history 

1450-2010 

 

 

9-12.WH.1.G.C 

Locate major cities of the world and key world 

nations; the world’s continents and oceans and 

major topographical features of the world. 

 

Learning Targets: 
⮚ I will explain the causes of overseas 

exploration and expansion. 
⮚ I will identify major explorers and their 

accomplishments. 
⮚ I will analyze the social, political and 

economic effect of the slave trade and 
Columbian Exchange. 

⮚ I  will describe the effect of expansion on 
indigenous peoples of Africa, Asia and The 
Americas. 

 
⮚ I will identify short term consequences of 

the Columbian exchange on Western 
Hemisphere. 

⮚ I will identify long term consequences of 
the Columbian exchange on Western 
Hemisphere. 

 
 

⮚ I will interpret (maps, charts, graphs, data, 
diagrams) based on historical information. 

 
 
 
 
 

⮚ I will locate new lands being explored by 
European explorers. 

 
 

Supporting Standards:  
9-12.WH.1.CC.D 

Using an inquiry lens, develop compelling 

questions about world history post c. 1450, to 

determine helpful resources and consider 

multiple points of views represented in the 

resources.  

 

9-12.WH.1.G.B 

Analyze how the physical and human 

characteristics of world regions post c. 1450 are 

connected to changing identity and culture.  

 

9-12.WH.1.EC.A 

Using a world history lens, analyze the 

opportunity costs and benefits of economic 

decisions on society as a whole as well as on 

individuals post 

c. 1450. 

 

9-12.WH.5.CC.C 

Analyze the varying process of colonization 

and decolonization to compare their impact on 

and legacies in the world today.  

 

9-12.WH.3.GS.A 

Describe how governments and institutions of 

the Eastern and Western Hemispheres changed 

to deal with the challenges and opportunities of 

an interconnected world. 

 

9-12.WH.2.G.A 



9-12 WH-1.CC.A 

Create and use tools to analyze a chronological 

sequence of related events in world history. 

⮚ I will use various types of (timelines, 
charts, maps, diagrams) to analyze events 
in world history. 

Analyze physical geography to explain how 

regions are connected or isolated from each 

other. 

 

9-12.WH.3.G.A 

Analyze physical geography to explain the 

availability and movement of resources. 

 

9-12.WH.3.G.B 

Describe major changes in patterns of 

migration and human settlement in Africa, Asia 

and the Americas resulting from European 

expansion.  

 

 

 

9-12.WH.3.EC.A 

Compare the extent and impact of African, 

European, American and Asian trade networks.  

 

9-12.WH.3.EC.B 

Compare the origins, development and effects 

of coerced labor systems in Asia, Africa, 

Europe and the Americas.  

 

 

9-12.WH.3.PC.A 

Analyze the exchange of people, goods and 

ideas to determine their impact on global 

interdependence and conflict.  

 

9-12.WH.2.EC.A 

Analyze the flow of goods and ideas along 

ocean and overland trade routes to explain their 

contributions to economic success or failures of 

societies in Europe, Africa, Middle East, India, 

the Americas and China.  

 



9-12.WH.3.EC.C 

Describe how new sources of wealth, resulting 

from increasing global interactions, impacted 

cultures and civilizations.  

 

9-12.WH.4.EC.B 

Examine the connections among natural 

resources, entrepreneurship, innovation, labor, 

and capital to determine their effects on an 

industrial economy in Europe, Africa, Asia and 

the Americas.  

 

 

 

Big Ideas: 
 
The movement of peoples, goods 
and ideas has both positive and 
negative impacts on the world. 
 
 

Essential Unit Questions: 
 
What are the effects of political and economic 

expansion? 

 

What was the impact of European colonization 

on the peoples in both Europe and the 

Americas? 

 

What was the Columbian exchange and its 

effect on the global marketplace? 

 

What were the consequences of the Atlantic 

Slave trade? 

 

Vocabulary: 
Colony 
Conquistador 
Triangular trade 
Middle passage 
Mercantilism 
Columbian exchange 
Capitalism 
Export 
Import 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


